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Sing it!
Oh when the ants come marching in
Oh when the ants come marching in
Kids you know the summer reading program
is getting ready to begin

And when the sun begins to shine
And when the sun begins to shine
Kids you know the summer reading program
is getting ready to begin

When the library sounds its call
When the library sounds its call
Kids you know the summer reading program
is getting ready to begin

Repeat first verse
(Lyrics by Stephanie Stokes,

adapted from “When the Saints
Come Marching In”)

Antsy Book List
Are You An Ant?  – Judy Allen, 2002

Bug Safari  – Bob Barner, 2004
The end of the beginning: being the
adventures of a small snail (and an
even smaller ant) – Avi, 2004

Grasshopper and the Ants
– Aesop’s fables

Little R ed Ant & the Big Cr umb
a Me xican F ab le  Paperbac k
& Audio Ta pe  by Shirley Climo
Order #HM9780618486076, Price: $9.95

One Hundred Hungry Ants
– Elinor Pinczes, 1993

Step By S tep – Diane Wolkstein, 1994

Wacky W edding: A Book of Alphabet
Antics  – Pamela Duncan Edwards, 1999

Quic k Games
In the F ar m:  Place masking tape
on the floor in a back and forth
pattern. Tell the kids they are in a
giant ant farm. Race from “top” to
“bottom”.  Vary their steps by having
them skip, take giant steps, baby
steps, backwards, and so on.

52 Ant Pic k-up:  Purchase bags of
plastic ants (Oriental Trading Com-
pany). Open them, toss the ants onto
the floor, and let the kids pick them
up. Divide a large group into smaller
ones and give each one their own set
of ants to pick up.

Snac k
Ants on a Lo g:  Spread peanut
butter or flavored cream cheese on a
piece of celery. Sprinkle raisins or
chocolate chips on top. Check for
allergies beforehand.

Catch the
Reading Bug

Stephanie Stokes
PuppetTales@misterandersons.com

SUMMER READING MASCO T - ANT Puppet 16”  Order # GU30051
Price: $39.95 , Plush Ant with Sound - 7"    Squeeze this adorable
arthropod and he makes crackly ant sounds!   Order # WR83943, Price: $7.95

By Pam Carlson
Long Beach Public Library, CA

You Ask ed...
Simple puppet plays are always on
your wish list of things to do.  Check
out this gem of a book with audio tape.

You, the kids or your VolunTEENs
can perform this bilingual story for
the “Catch the Reading Bug” summer
reading theme.

Our BIG 16” ANT puppet featured on
this page is perfect for a large room
of kids to see. Get a chunk of foam
or a wad of crumpled yellow or beige
construction paper for the crumb.
For the other characters use puppets,
masks or cut outs on sticks.  Have a
narrator read aloud or play the tape.
This is super simple to do.



PUPPET U
ANITA  COULTER’S  INTRODUCTION
TO  PUPPETRY  PERFORMANCE

ANITA  COULTER
SWAZZLE Puppet s

http://www.swazzle.com

Anit a’s Blog: PUPPET U
http://swazzle.com/blogs/

puppetu.html
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Cr ea ting a
Stor yTime Mascot!

In many libraries, and classrooms,
it is traditional to sit the children
down on the floor and read them a
story. This is a wonderful time to
introduce whimsy and play to
children and one of the ways to do
that is to create and use a story
time mascot!

There are many ways to use a
puppet as your mascot! You can
pick a single puppet to read stories
to the children for story time, or
you can rotate a “team” of mascots
to read stories that “fit” them (I.e. a
bug for bug books, a dog for
stories about dogs, etc.). Generally,
I use only animals for storytelling.
It reminds me of Aesop’s Fables, in
that the individual hearing the story
can see bits of themselves por-
trayed by the animals and identifies
with them.
 
How can you use these puppets to
read stories? Simple! Pick a puppet
with a moving mouth and a full
body! You can sit the puppet in
your lap and use one hand to hold/
operate the puppet and the other to
hold the book. Now, here’s fun tip
on using full bodied puppets: pick
on that had good “arms” on it and
those puppet arms can help you
balance the book on your lap and
act as page holders! For this
upcoming “summer” of storytime,
many people are trying to use bugs
to keep with the theme “Catch the
Reading Bug”. I think this is a
wonderful idea and have spotted a
great little character that fits the
mascot needs! Gund has a great
full body character line called
“Kooky Kreatures” that features an
ant  (I’ll admit to having one
myself... `full disclosure!)! Is the
bug thing too much for you? Well,
my FIRST storytime love was a
sitting dog created by Folkmanis.
He was sitting up to “beg” and had
the sweetest face! His paws were

perfect for holding a
book! I don’t know if
they still make this little
guy but, if not, I’m sure
there are alternatives!

Need some tip s on
operating a puppet?

     U Practice before
your debut! Bring the
puppet home and sit in
front of a mirror with a
book in your hand. Practice holding
the book and showing it to the puppet.
Practice turning pages and using the
puppet to keep them steady. Practic-
ing in advance will give you confi-
dence in front of your audience!

     U To keep the character looking
real, make sure your mascot looks
down at the book he’s reading.
Actually move the characters head to
follow along the sentences and down
the page. When you turn the page,
Have the character watch the page
move. This does actually help to give
it life and make it more “real”!

If using a puppet to read the books
sounds complicated (it’s NOT! Really!),
you can still incorporate a mascot into
your programs! Once you pick a
puppet, you can hold a naming raffle
and offer the children a chance to
enter names for the character! If you
hold regular drawings for reading
prizes, you can have the mascot pick
the names and read them out (he or

she can also congratulate the
winners!). Your mascot can offer
book suggestions that change
weekly! Children can make reading
suggestions to your mascot! The
possibilities are limited only by a
lack of imagination!

Have fun and your audience will
as well!

(Editor’s note:
I checked and
yes they still
make him!

Sitting Dog 15”
Full-Body Puppet,
Order #FM2006
$35.99)

Birmingham Public Library,  AL



Inspired by Two Bad Ants – Chris Van Allsburg, 1988

Five bad ants went out one day

Out from the anthill and far away

Inside a house they began to explore

One fell asleep and then there were four.

Four bad ants went out one day

Out from the anthill and far away

One swam in coffee and then there were three.

Three bad ants went out one day

Out from the anthill and far away

One was almost cooked all the way through

He ran for safety and then there were two.

Two bad ants went out one day

Out from the anthill and far away

Stuck in a disposal, one spun and spun

He spun and spun and spun and then there was one.

One bad ant went out one day

Out from the anthill and far away

When he raced back with his sugary treasure,

All five friends were together again.

Fi ve Bad Ants Fr om P am Car lson

Phone:  800-442-6555   •   F ax:  262-767-0862   •  e-mail:  PuppetT ales@mister ander sons .com

Nanc y’ s Ha t Tric ks:  From styrofoam ball bug antenna to
black construction p aper bat s, my hat can change from theme
to theme.  From Nancy Carstensen, Oceanside Public Library , CA.

Share Your StoryTime Spark!

Cut pieces of poster board into 2” x 8” strips and
glue a clip art picture of an ant at one end of each.
Punch a hole in the other end and thread a chenille
stem through to hold them together.  Spread the
strips out like a fan. Use the actions from the story
to reduce the number of ants from five to none and
then back to five.  More ANT Clipart Art at
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/clipart/results.
aspx?qu=ant&sc=20

Fr ee ANT Ir on-on
T-Shir t Design
at http://www .

libr ar ypaloo za.net/ant.html

Send a photo and det ails of your special puppet prop, st age,
out fit, or accessory sp ark to  PuppetTales@misterandersons.com





Sc hool V isit Script f or Summer R eading
By Beth Jones, Murrieta Public Library , Murrieta CA

(Ask some teachers, librarians, or school officials start off the assembly with this song.)
Oh When The Ants Come Mar c hing In  – see page one PuppetTale Newsletter _____

By Stephanie Stokes, adapted from “When The Saints Come Marching In”

Ant Ha t P atter n  with brown construction paper hatband for them to wear.

Recite Poem, “But I Wonder …” by Aileen Fisher (Read).

Wear a antennae headband to add to the fun.

The crickets in the thickets,

And the katydids in the trees,

And the ants on plants, and butterflies,

And ladybugs and bees

Don’t smell with little noses

But with feelers, if you please.

They get along quite nicely,

But I wonder how they sneeze.

Hello, everybody.  My name is ________ and I’ve come to tell you how to
“Catch the Reading Bug” this summer at the ________ Public Library.

First, you walk, like this (stalking position with hand over eyebrows), to the _______
Public Library and buzz over to the book stacks and look for books that you want
to read.

Now, there are over 90,000 species of insects in North America,
but luckily, there are only 32,496 books (more or less) in the Children’s depart-
ment from which you can choose.

There are funny books, sad books, scary books and bug books.
Car books, sports books, joke books and poems …
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Recite Poem, The Cockroach Sandwich (Colin McNaughton (Miles)

Cockroach sandwich
For my lunch
Hate the taste
But love the Crunch!

Next, you check out your books with your handy-dandy library card that looks like
this (hold up Library Card) and go home and read.  Read in the morning, read after
lunch, read by yourself or read in a bunch.  When you bring your books back to
the library, report to the Entomologist Station to list and discuss the books you
read.  Each time you report, you will receive a coupon from one
our yummy local restaurants.
Why? To be full and sigh….

(Sing “I know an Old Frog” by Stephanie Stokes, Adapted from

“I Know an Old Lady”, revised by Beth Jones using Froggy Frenzy Swallowing Frog

I saw an old frog who swallowed a fly
I know why she swallowed a fly
To be full and sigh – Ribbit!

I saw an old frog, who swallowed a spider,
It wiggled, and jiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to add to the fly,
I know why she swallowed the fly,
To be full and sigh – Ribbit! Burp!

I saw an old frog, who swallowed a worm,
Oh, that made me squirm, to swallow a worm.
She swallowed the worm to add to the spider,
It wiggled, and jiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to add to the fly,
I know why she swallowed the fly,
To be full and sigh – Ribbit! Burp! Buzzzzz!
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I saw an old frog, who swallowed a bee,
My golly, Me, she swallowed a bee.
She swallowed the bee to add to the worm,
She swallowed the worm to add to the spider,
It wiggled, and jiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to add to the fly,
I know why she swallowed the fly,
To be full and sigh – Ribbit! Burp! Buzzzzzz! Ribbit!

Feel free to shorten or add bugs here…

Cricket – Can you believe she did it?
Butterfly – a butterfly that just flew by!
Ladybug – and now is looking very smug!
Dragon fly – Oh my!

I saw an old frog, who swallowed an ANT!
After that Ant, swallow she can’t! – Burp!

But there is no reason that you can’t keep on reading! And reading! And reading!
In fact, for every 10 books you read, you can earn a “Book Buck”
that will go toward purchasing a new book for the library.  Each book will
have a commemorative bookplate honoring our summer readers and sponsors.

So, remember, when you “Catch the Reading Bug”, after June 14th this summer,
you won’t need to take any medicine, stay on a special diet or go see a doctor.
Just buzz on over to the ________ Public Library with your family and friends
and join eight weeks of reading, activities, special events and FUN.

When is reading books like flies?

It seems there were two frogs sitting on a lily pad, when all of a sudden, a fly
came along. One frog put out his tongue, ate the fly, and started laughing
hysterically. Soon the other frog joined in the laughter. Later in the day, the
other frog ate a fly and the two frogs burst out in laughter.
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As time went on, the frogs enjoyed the flies so much that the sight of a fly
would cause them to double up with pleasure (if it’s possible for frogs to
double up!). But of course, the most pleasure came when the fly was
actually eaten. A third frog hopped up to the first two and asked what was
so funny.

The first frog answered, “Time.”
“Huh?” asked the third frog.

The second frog explained:
“Time’s fun when you’re having flies. (Frogs)”

Time’s fun when you’re reading books at the ________ Public Library.

Thank you everyone see you this summer at the library!

END

Sc hool V isit Script f or Summer R eading
By Beth Jones, Murrieta Public Library , Murrieta CA

Frogs ‘N Flies , Mister Anderson’s Company. Copyright 2004-2008. October 2007
http://www.misterandersons.com/pdf/frog_n_flys_w_order.pdf

Miles of smiles: a collection of laugh-out-loud poems.   Selected by Bruce Lansky.
New York: Meadowbrook Press, c1998

Read-Aloud Rhymes for the very young. Selected by Jack Prelut sky. New York : A. Knopf, c1986.

Stokes, Stephanie. Oh, When the Ant s Come Marching In.   Mister Anderson’s Company.  October 2007.   http://
www.misterandersons.com/pdf/ants_march_song.pdf

Stokes, Stephanie. I Know an Old Frog.   Mister Anderson’s Company.  October 2007.
http://www.misterandersons.com/df
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Mor e ANTic Ideas a t
http://www .libr ar ypaloo za.net/ant.html


