
Peacoc k Full-Bod y Puppet 18”
Order #FM2539, Price: $43.95

Co y ote Full-Bod y
Puppet 15”
Order #FM2226
Price: $31.95

Har r y Bliss Fing er Puppet Set  -  In Stoc k & R ead y To Ship !

Catch the Reading Bug!

Stephanie Stokes
PuppetTales@misterandersons.com

You Ask ed...
We have been receiving many many
many calls for the very popular Harry
Bliss 3 Finger Puppet Set.   YES!
Mister Anderson's Company has the
Worm, Spider and Fly in soft plastic
carrying case - in stock - and ready
to ship!!!

BOOK THEA TERS:   Finger puppets
are perfect for introducing their book.
Set the stage (so to speak) by
placing the book on a table or your
lap with the front and back cover
facing the children and hide the
finger puppet behind the book.  As
you begin let your finger puppet pop-
up from behind the book to say hello
and perform some rhymes for the
children.  The WIGGLE WORMS song
on page 2 is a perfect story time starter.

And speaking of great adaptations
Mister Anderson’s Company’s very
own StoryTime Guide, author Shawn
Wolf from Kenosha Public Library
(Wisconsin), has contributed an
article to this issue and Julie Tobiason
www.jtlibrarianwannabe.blogspot.com
from Frederick County Public Libraries
www.fcpl.org/ shares another wonder-
ful script just in time for a buggy
summer season!

  www .mister ander sons .com/puppettales           Wor m,  Spider & F l y              April 2008

INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE !
“Caterpillar’s  Wish”

Puppet  Script  w/Music

Have you ever read a book and instantly knew it would make a great puppet
play or flannel board story? Here are some tips for adapting a favorite book
into a puppet play or flannel board script:

• Look for stories that have a strong rhythm and repetition. This will help
immensely in memorizing the script and it will draw the audience in.

• Beginning Readers are great sources for puppet plays because of their
simple storylines and repeated phrases.

• Even if a story doesn’t have repeated phrases, adapt your script to repeat
a favorite phrase from the book.

• We all admire great storytelling, but you don’t need to include every word
from the book in your script. Keep it simple. The puppets will provide the
feelings and imagery that aren’t presented in words.

• Your not-so-favorite books can also be a source for puppet plays.
Maybe the story could have been told better, and this is your chance.
Colorful characters and a good concept are all you need to turn that
story into a favorite!

• It doesn’t always have to be a book that you are adapting. Children’s
periodicals have wonderful short stories, poems, and activities that make
perfect puppet plays. I have adapted several *rebus stories and even an
advertisement into favorite puppet plays.

GrGrGrGrGr eaeaeaeaea t t t t t AdaAdaAdaAdaAda ptaptaptaptapta tionstionstionstionstions by
Shawn Wolf

Har ry Bliss 5”  Fing er
Puppet 3-Piece Set
Order #ME1505, Price: $12.00
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Wor m in A pple Puppet:
I found an apple all shiny and red

It looked so delicious to me.

I opened my mouth to take a big bite

Uh-oh!  What did I see?

A little hole all soft and brown

That apple had something inside!

I opened it up and a worm (or caterpillar) looked at me

With a grin on his face a mile wide!

HERMIE THE WORM
Hermie the worm (or caterpillar) got hungry one day,

He found a sweet apple and nibbled away.

He nibbled and tunneled

Until the day was done,

And then popped his head out

And said, “Isn’t this fun!”

PuppetT ales  TIP:   If using the Harry Bliss finger puppet, make an apple prop out of a styrofoam plate or piece of
cardboard.   Be sure too cut a worm hole for peeking and paint the apple shape red. Add a felt or paper stem with leaf.

WIGGLE WORMS
(A Movement Rhyme Jean Warren )

Bir d with Wor m Full-Bodied Puppet 8”:
Swallowing mouth puppet comes with attached
worm. Order# FM2556, Price : $17.95.
This bird puppet includes a FREE exclusive
StoryTime Resource Guide by Shawn Wolf.

Eric Car l Ca ter pillar in
Apple Hand Puppet 11”
Order #KP96618,
Price: $14.99

Ther e’ s a Wor m a t the
Bottom of  m y Gar den
There’s a worm at the bottom of my garden,

And his name is Wiggly Woo.

There’s a worm at the bottom of my garden

And all that he can do

Is wiggle all day and wiggle all night—

The neighbors say what a terrible fright!

There’s a worm at the bottom of my garden,

And his name is Wiggly,

Wig-Wig-Wiggly,

Wig-Wig-Wiggly Woo!

 

Once there were some little worms.

And all they did, was squirm and squirm.

They wiggled and wiggled up and down.

They wiggled and wiggled all around.

(Let your children wiggle around for a while)

They wiggled and wiggled and wiggled until,

They were tired and could sit very still.

(Have children sit down)

Now they could listen,

Now they could see

All of the things

I have here with me.

(Start your story or circle time activity)
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Caterpillar’s  Wish  -  Puppet  PlayCaterpillar’s  Wish  -  Puppet  PlayCaterpillar’s  Wish  -  Puppet  PlayCaterpillar’s  Wish  -  Puppet  PlayCaterpillar’s  Wish  -  Puppet  Play
Adapted from Mary Murphy’s book “Caterpillar’s Wish”

By Julie Tobiason, Children’s Services, Urbana Regional Library - Frederick County Public Libraries, Maryland

NARRATOR: Caterpillar and Ladybug live in a pretty garden

Xylophone (around 6 random high note dings)

When Bee and Ladybug fly away,

Kazoo (around 4 random blowing sounds)

Caterpillar stays behind.

Xylophone (2 low note dings)

CATERPILLAR: I wish I could fly too.

Xylophone (2 low note dings)

NARRATOR: Caterpillar was sad to see his friends fly off,

Kazoo (around 4 random blowing sounds)

but Bee and Ladybug would always come back.

Kazoo (around 4 random blowing sounds)

SNAIL: [ENTERS GARDEN add  COCOON

PUPPETS:
Caterpillar
Bee
Ladybug
Butterfly
Snail  (you may substitute for
             a ladybug or any other bug puppet)

PROPS:
Large standing leaves or hanging leaves
Cocoon (lunch bag or felt sack)

See glove puppets featured on page 2
of PuppetTales March 2008 issue.



NARRATOR: One day when bee and Ladybug come home,
Caterpillar is gone.

BEE: Do you know where she is, snail?

SNAIL: Caterpillar is in this cocoon.
She is sleeping and dreaming.
She will come out soon.

BEE: “How soon?”

SNAIL: “When she is ready.  Fly along and play for now.”

Kazoo (around 4 random blowing sounds)

NARRATOR: Bee and Ladybug visit the cocoon every day to see if
Caterpillar was ready to come out of her cocoon.

Kazoo (around 4 random blowing sounds)

Until ….. CRACK goes the cocoon.

 Castanets (5 claps)

BEE: Who is that peeping out?

BUTTERFLY: It’s me at last!

But now my name is Butterfly….

And I can fly!

 Jingle stick (gently rattle has BUTTERFL Y flies away out of sight)
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Stephanie Stokes, PuppetTales

PuppetT ales  TIP:   This is a really short book, which makes it a really short play.  To stretch it out and make it
more entertaining I’ve suggest a few musical notes in between certain lines.  It can be recorded music that is turned
down low as a line is read and turned up in between.  Or how about something as simple as a small xylophone
between lines, kazoo when ladybug and bee fly away, castanets for the crack and a jingle stick as butterfly flits away.
By creating these little musical pauses young audiences will have time to absorb the story.   It should come in at
around 4-minutes or less -- just perfect for little folks!

THE END

OUT OF PRINT

Snail Puppet 12”
Order #FM2028, Price: $18.95
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Ca ter pillar R esour ces Online:
Songs, rhymes, crafts, displays and ideas for fuzzy
caterpillars for early childhood teachers, preschool
through second grade.
www.thevirtualvine.comtheveryhungrycaterpillar.html

Be ginner Band Set (7 pcs):  includes xylophone,
kazoo, castanets, harmonica and jingle stick in a
(13.25” x 7.35” x 1.75”) wooden crate.
Order # MM1348, Price: $19.95

Band-in-Bo x Set #1 (6 pcs):  includes tambourine,
cymbals, maracas, clacker, tone blocks and triangle
in a (15” x 11” x 3.5”) wooden crate.  Order # MD488,
Price: $19.95

Put Your Spider on Your Nose
Put your spider on your nose, on your nose.

Put your spider on your nose, on your nose.

Put your spider on your nose,

And watch where it goes,

Put your spider on your nose, on your nose.

Put your spider on your ear...oh dear, oh dear, oh dear...

Put your spider on your head...I need to go to bed...

Put your spider on your knee...oh woe is me!

Shoo F ly
Shoo fly, (swing arms up)

Don’t bother me, (lower arms)

Shoo fly, (swing arms up)

Don’t bother me, (lower arms)

Shoo fly, (swing arms up)

Don’t bother me, (lower arms)

For I belong to somebody. (Point to self)

Ver y Hung r y Ca ter pillar
Hand Puppet 11"
Order #KP96612, Price: $14.99

FREE Har r y Bliss Fing er Puppets w hen y ou pur c hase ANY THREE  Diar y of ...  BOOKS

Diar y/W or m HC Order #HC006000150X, Price: $15.95, Diar y/Spider  HC Order #HC0060001534, Price: $15.95,
Diar y/Fly  HC Order  #HC0060001569, Price: $15.95, Har ry Bliss Fing er Puppet 3- Piece Set - 5”  Order #ME1505, Price: $12.00

Also see PuppetT ales J an uar y 2008 issue .



Visit www.misterandersons.com/contact/index.htm and check “Yes” to “ join our mailing list…”.
To unsubscribe go to the same page and indicate “unsubscribe” in the comments box or e-mail
your request to PuppetTales@misterandersons.com
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Subscribe to Puppet Tales Ne wsletter .  . .

Mary Grand Pre, who is best known in children’s
literature circles as the creator of the Harry Potter
covers, brought the joy and excitement of great
books to life with this year’s official Children’s Book
Week poster.

The Children’s Book Council is thrilled to be able to
offer the official poster at no charge across the
country this year!  Posters are available from the
Children’s Book Council. To receive a free poster
with activity guide, please send a 9 x 12 self-
addressed envelope with postage affixed as
follows:  1 poster  = $0.58, 10 posters  = $2.33,
25 posters  = $7.50

Please contact the CBC at 212-966-1990 for
information about S&H charges on bulk quantities.
*Postage rates effective until May 11, 2008. USPS
rates go up on May 12, 2008.
Mail envelopes to:

Children’ s Book Council
12 W. 37th Street, 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10018

For more information and resources go to:
http://bookweekonline.com/index1.html

FREE POSTERS

Our favorite products include our exclusive StoryTime
guides. While some products from other companies include
one or two ideas on a small card, our StoryTime Guides are
at least three pages long and include material only available
from Mister Anderson’s Company. StoryTime guides include:

Four bug buddies in a jug with a mesh-top lid. This multi-textured
toy rattles, jingles, squeaks, and crinkles in little hands. They
are made with ultra soft materials. This multi-piece set is self-
storing and great for travel. Machine washable. 8” x 12” x 6”

boxed.  Bug J ug Fill & Spill:  Order # MD3046, Price : $19.95.

fingerplays & songs
flannel board stories

one-person puppet plays
music & movement
book suggestions

Stor yTime R esour ce Guides

This product includes a FREE exclusive
StoryTime Resource Guide by Shawn Wolf.


